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Littledean Parish Council have taken the decision to close applications from non 
residents for all burial applications. 

 

The decision has not been taken lightly but has been put in place to protect the 

cemetery space for residents of the Parish. 

 
LITTLEDEAN CEMETERY REGULATIONS FOR BEREAVED FAMILIES, FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS 

 

Plot Reservations 
1. Lawn graves and cremation plots may be purchased in advance. 

2. Plots may be reserved for an initial period of 25 years and may be renewed for a further 

25 year period at an additional charge. A plot may only be reserved for a period not 

exceeding 50 years in total. 
3. The purchaser of a reserved plot is responsible for informing the Burial Authority of any 

change of circumstances including contact details. The Burial Authority may re-allocate 

an unused plot when the reservation period expires. 

 
Exclusive Right of Burial 

4. The Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial must be purchased at or before the time of the 

first interment from the Burial Authority. The Exclusive Right of Burial is granted for a 

period not exceeding 80 years from the first internment or date of purchase, whichever 

is sooner. 
5. The Exclusive Right of Burial Grant must be produced to the Burial Authority upon 

arranging the initial opening or any subsequent re-openings of the associated grave. 

6. If the Exclusive Right of Burial Grant cannot be produced at the time of the initial or any 

subsequent interments, the owner of such a grant or his/her legal representative must 
produce a completed form of formal declaration to the Burial Authority. 

7. The owner of the Exclusive Right of Burial in a grave space shall not dispose of such right 

without the consent of the Burial Authority. All transfer of such rights shall be prepared 

by the Burial Authority at the expense of the applicant. 
8. Where the Exclusive Right of Burial in a grave space is not purchased prior to or at the 

time of burial, the Exclusive Right shall remain with the Burial Authority.  

 

Memorials 

9. A Grant of Right to allow Erection and Maintenance of a Memorial may be purchased with 
the Exclusive Right of Burial and must be purchased prior to erection, modification or 

replacement of a memorial. 

10. A Right of Erection and Maintenance of a Memorial may be granted for a period of not 

exceeding 30 years. 
11. No memorial shall be erected, modified or replaced without prior consent of the Burial 

Authority. An application form for this purpose is available from the Burial Authority and 

must be submitted together with any fee payable for prior approval. 

12. All lawn grave memorials are to be of a headstone and plinth type the maximum overall 
size being 86.36cm high (34”) by 76.2cm wide (30”) x 10.16cm thick (4”) (2’10” x 2’6” x 

4”).  No Memorials will be allowed to be erected until eleven months have elapsed from 

the date of the burial. 
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No footstones, flat stones, kerbstones or bare soil will be permitted at any time.   

Any permanent plants, glass or plastic vases, other personal effects must be removed 
within six months of the burial taking place, any remaining after six months will be 

removed to allow access for mowing the grass. The Burial Authority reserves the right to 

remove any items which do not comply with the above restrictions, without notice. 

Any memorial vases must conform to a maximum size of 8” x 8” x 8” and are to be fixed 

at head of the grave only. 
Cremated remains grave memorials should be of a tablet type laid on concrete slabs 

provided the maximum overall size being 45.7cm long by 45.7cm wide x 10.16cm thick 

(18”x18”x4”). 

13. All memorials must comply with British Standard 8415 and the National Association of 
Memorial Masons (NAMM) Code of Practice. 

14. Memorials are to be kept in repair by the families/relatives. Where relations no longer 

exist, the Burial Authority may repair or remove memorials to ensure the safety of users 

of the Cemetery.  
 

Funeral Directors 

15. Notice of interment along with the appropriate fee must be submitted to the Parish Clerk 

at least three clear working days prior to any interment, excluding weekends and bank 

holidays. 
16. A Registrar’s Certificate for Disposal/Coroner’s Order for Burial/Crematory 

Certificate/Certificate of Non-Liability to Register must be provided prior to burial. 

17. The size of all lawn graves shall be 9 feet in length. All lawn graves should be dug to a 

width that will allow 4 feet between the centre of the new grave headstone and the 
centre of the grave headstone/s adjoining it. All graves should be dug to a double depth. 

No coffin is to be buried within 3’ of ground level. All graves are to be dug by persons 

approved by the Burial Authority. For re-opened graves 6” of soil is to be left between 

coffins. 
18. All graves are to be dug and the turf removed, after the burial the soil is to be 

compacted to such a degree that sinkage will not occur and the turf re-laid immediately.  

Any sinkage will remain the responsibility of the funeral director. 

19. Any excess spoil excavated from graves is to be removed from the Cemetery or placed in 
the silo provided unless otherwise directed by the Burial Authority. 

 

All applicants must sign in agreement to the above regulations and return the signed 

form to the Parish Council along with any application. 


